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SEEING OTHER CULTURES OPENED MY EYES TO THIS
ENDLESS WORLD. I WILL CARRY THAT WITH ME ALWAYS.
– MALAYSIA JOHNSON 2017 GSF COHORT
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Participating in the Global Scholars
Foundation Program is an experience
like no other!

WHAT ARE THREE WAYS GSF HAS IMPACTED YOU?

o

Confidence to speak in front of a crowd

o

Build connections with other youth

o

Discover what I wanted from a college
Kaya Myers
2019 GSF Cohort

Kaya Myers points toward the Colosseum in Rome, Italy.
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Dr. Brown dressed in traditional Egyptian outfit.

Updates . . .
This year-end report captures the
intensity and rigor of the GSF
Program. Please enjoy the
updates on our work, photos, and
essays about what we’ve been
doing and what’s ahead.

+

When it comes to the health of your loved ones

It’s good to
have options

SEE MORE OF GSF’s

o College Readiness
o Language & Culture
o International Travel
o Student Reflections
o Fundraisers

Dr. Brown poses at Queen of Sheba’s Burial Ground in Axum, Ethiopia.

EXPOSE & INSPIRE.

Imani Horton & Dr. Brown

“How are the children? a common greeting among the Maasai people, really resonates with
me. The Maasai people believe if the children are well then all is well.
The Global Scholar Foundation believes the same.
The GSF is always conscious of ensuring that the children are well. We take seriously
the responsibility of educating, empowering, exposing and inspiring each fellow to be well and to
do well. We provide the tools and motivation, and the fellows provide the time and commitment.

Imani McNeill & Dr. Brown

Dr. Brown & Julian Smith

Like & follow us on
Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
—@GSFHSCDC

This Cohort started just like all the others—full of enthusiastic parents and students
who were trying to digest a long list of goals and a full year’s itinerary. Each cohort is ambitious
from start to finish, engaging in a year-long schedule of learning, experiencing, absorbing—
repeating throughout the program. Our motto of Exposing and Inspiring keeps us focused on
accomplishing the goals we have set for our fellows.
When describing just what the GSF is and what we do, the short answer usually is, “We
do a lot,” and “we change lives.” In essence, we truly are a life-changing program that exposes,
educates and inspires our district teenagers to their culture and a different language and culture,
financial literacy, and college readiness in every way imaginable. We are proud of our fellows
and all of their accomplishments and even prouder that we can ensure the wellness of
District teenagers through the work of the Global Scholars Foundation.
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The Queens of Egypt exhibit
was in town for a short time,
but Fellows had fun learning
all about the Queens and
their role in history.

Fellows toured the African
American History Museum,
one of the newest and
most fascinating museums
in Washington, DC.

Fellows pose at official
portrait of President Barack
Obama at the National
Portrait Gallery Museum.

Exposed
to our

Culture

Shining the spotlight on our community
Kennedy Center World Premier. Fellows sat in

exhibit. It was really exciting to see the connection

one of which is its amazing cultural landscape.

the audience and watched this Civil Rights

once we actually visited Cairo, Egypt, and viewed

We at GSF feel it is our duty and responsibility to

drama unfold right before their eyes anticipating

other important and historical Egyptian artifacts.

expose our young people to what is in their

many scenes because most were familiar with

The Fellows were engaged with the Egyptologist

backyard before we explore the rest of the world.

the novel because is required reading for many

and understood more about the exhibits and

DC

artifacts based on prior experiences.

Washington, DC, is world renown for many things,

The connection to culture in our

public

and

Public

Charter

schools.

Attending a play at the illustrious Kennedy

Another advantage to living in a city with

community often has a direct impact on what we

Center was a first-time experience for some of

such rich culture is being able to visit some of the

will eventually see in our international travel.

our Fellows, prompting them to want more.

best museums in the world for free! Fellows

However, most of the places we visit and things

The Fellows also visited the limited-

viewed the official portraits of President Barack

we see simply add to the Fellow’s personal

time exhibit of Queens of Egypt at the National

Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama at the

cultural footprint. Each cohort is privy to the ever

Geographic Museum. Fellows observed Queen

National Portrait Gallery. Fellows also visited one

changing and growing culture amenities in

Nefertari’s Tomb in 3D and participated in a

of the newest Smithsonian Museums, The African

Washington, DC. The metropolitan area has a

Queens of Egypt Scavenger Hunt.

The

American Museum of History and Culture, and

plethora

theatrical

exhibition featured more than 300 artifacts from

started the exploration of African American history

performances, concerts, and once-in-a-life-time-

of

activities,

exhibits,

collections all over the world. Students were

and culture that may take several trips to

opportunities. For example, Fellows attended the

impressed with the courage and strength of the

complete. Fellows are very privileged to call such

play, Watson’s Go to Birmingham, 1963, A

female leaders and overall “cool” factor of the

a distinguished cultural community home!

CULTURE

Sabra demonstrates how to properly wrap traditional Ethiopian dress.

Group photo at Sador Ghius’s home.

Traditional Ethiopian Tea Ceremony Table.

FOOD, CLOTHES, RELIGION, LANGUAGE
The Global Scholars Foundation is very
fortunate to be situated in the Nation’s
Capital. Here, we are surrounded by
culture that is unique to just the District
of Columbia plus we also fortunate to
host cultures from all around the globe
right here in our own backyard. Each
cohort takes advantage of the foreign
cultures here in our area. For example,
DC has a large Ethiopian community,
and our students visited local Ethiopian
restaurants and ate traditional Ethiopian
food close to where they live. The
Fellows were also hosted at Sador
Gihus’s house to enjoy traditional
Ethiopian food, coffee service and a
general discussion with her teenagers

(l.) Open discussion
at Sador’s house
(c.) GSF Fellows
enjoying their food
(r.) Buffet

about what it’s like growing up
Ethiopian.
Arabic Language Instructor, Dr.
Ibrhim Sakaji wove into the curriculum
first-hand information about life in
Egypt, Muslim religion, music, cinema,
and he took the fellows on a shopping
trip to Virginia. Dr. Sakaji also guided
students on a tour through a Mosque in
DC and Virginia and personally cooked
delectable foods commonly eaten in
Egypt, allowing students to experience
food firsthand. Exploring the Egyptian
and Ethiopian cultures in our own
backyard were critical in helping our
Fellows become more open to
experiencing other cultures.

Learning about a foreign culture and language has been the heartbeat of the Global Scholars Foundation since
its inception. Each cohort has focused on learning the language and culture of the country they will visit in Phase
III, the final phase of the program. A qualified language instructor works with the Fellows in a classroom-like
setting to introduce the language and culture. Often, it is the Fellows first experience with the particular language
and in many cases with any foreign language. This year, keeping at the forefront our efforts to expose our
Fellows to their own community, Fellows were introduced to American Sign Language (ASL). The intent for
this class was two-fold. First, Ethiopia, 2019 travel destination, has a large deaf and hard-of-hearing population.
Secondly, Gallaudet University, the nation’s premier institute for the deaf and hard-of-hearing community, is
just blocks away from our headquarters. Fellows come in contact with many deaf and hard-of-hearing people
every day on the train, bus, sidewalks and sometimes on their street. To my surprise, one of our Fellows, Lalah
Choice, had previously attended a deaf camp as a way of simply broadening her knowledge base. Learning from
a teacher, Barbara Eger-Klatt, who could not hear or speak, was indeed a challenge but students said it “made
them think a lot about deaf rights and viewpoints.” Something they had never considered. Ms. Eger-Klatt also
GSF fellows with Instructor Barbara Eger-Klatt.

provided a unique experience because she infused teaching American Sign Language with yoga, a combination
she says helps the whole body move but also teaches students to remain calm.
It is always important for GSF to attract teachers who are not only knowledgeable about their
subject matter but passionate as well. We have been fortunate to partner with educators who
are enthusiastic about imparting
information to our fellows. Because of the
instructor’s infectious teaching style, many
of the Fellows are encouraged to continue
learning the language and culture. We
realize that becoming proficient in a foreign
language takes more time than what we have
in the program, however, we also realize that a
spark has been ignited. Our Fellows typically

Dr. Sakaji teaching Arabic to GSF Fellows.

GSF Arabic class 2019.

seek our additional foreign language programs on their own or with help from the instructor.
Fostering this type of mentality is exactly what we aim to do—Expose and Inspire!

OPENING UP A WORLD OF OPPORTUNITY
BY STUDYING FOREIGN LANGUAGES &
CULTURES

2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Campbell Brewer—St. John’s University

Kaya Myers—Radford University

Imani Romney—Winston Salem State

Kobe Whitaker—Temple University

University

Lauryn Renford—George Washington

India McNeill—Bates College

University

Jordan Foshee—York College

Malaysia Johnson— Marshall College

Jordan Taylor—Bowie State University

Me’Aza Esad-Rivers—University of

Julian Smith—Clark Atlanta University

North Carolina at Greensboro
Remi Bowman—Hood College

Each year the GSF Board and Staff hosts a
special luncheon to congratulate graduating
Seniors. This year 10 of the 12 graduating
Seniors attended the luncheon and shared their
goals and future plans. Each graduate will attend
college in the fall, majority with academic and
merit-based scholarships.
Three fellows
represented their class as Valedictorian: India
McNeill (Thurgood Marshall); Julian Smith
(Cesar Chavez HS); Malaysia Johnson (Idea
Public Charter School.
India McNeill also
received over $1 million dollars in scholarship
funds.

COLLEGE
READINES
IT MATTERS.
S

HELPING STUDENTS CREATE

A New Vision.
A New Direction.

2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

CAMPBELL BREWER
Woodrow Wilson SHS

INDIA MCNEILL
Thurgood Marshall PCS

IMANI ROMNEY
Richard Wright PCS

JORDAN TAYLOR
Bell Multicultural HS

JORDAN FOSHEE
Thurgood Marshall PCS

JULIAN SMITH
Cesar Chavez PCS

Campbell graduated from
Woodrow Wilson SHS and
is currently attending St.
Johns
University,
in
Queens, NY. Campbell is
working hard to become a
psychologist.

India
graduated
as
Thurgood Marshall PCS
2019 Valedictorian with a
4.21 GPA. India is currently
attending her dream school,
Bates College in Lewistown,
Maine, where she is
majoring in History. India’s
career goal is to become
either an immigration or a
civil litigation lawyer. She
also wants to create a nonprofit
organization
dedicated to fighting for
women’s
rights
and
centered around women
empowerment.

Imani graduated from
Richard Wright Public
Charter School and is
currently
attending
Winston Salem State
University, majoring in
Mass Communication.
Imani
hopes
to
complete her dreams of
becoming a film director
and screen play writer.

Jordan Taylor graduated
Bell Multicultural HS and
is currently attending
Bowie State University.

Jordan graduated Thurgood
Marshall PCS and is
currently attending York
College in Pennsylvania,
majoring in Fine Arts.
Jordan is focusing his
energy on doing something
he actually enjoys and
make a comfortable living
while doing it.

Julian graduated as Cesar
Chavez Public Charter
School’s
2019
Valedictorian with a 3.8
GPA. He is currently
attending Clark Atlanta
University in Atlanta,
Georgia, majoring in
Political
Science
to
complete his aspirations
of becoming a politician
and making a positive
and lasting impact in the
future. Julian received the
Earl Woods Scholarship.

GSF’S IMPACT:
“Without GSF I would have never thought
to aim high when applying to colleges.
GSF also showed me that I want to go to
a small school in the Northeast,” states
India McNeill.

Imani credits GSF with “teaching me how to
properly fill out applications for schools and
taking me on college visits to see schools.”

Jordan Foshee said, “GSF helped me
become more sociable, which I will
need in college to make friends so that
I can make study groups.”

Julian credits GSF with opening his eyes to a
large variety of different schools that he
considered attending. “It let me know what to
consider and look out for when picking a college
and what to make sure of when applying to
increase my chances of getting accepted.”

COLLEGE
CHOICE
IT MATTERS.
These school logos represent the colleges GSF fellows
will be attending in the Fall of 2019.

2019 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

KAYA MYERS
Thurgood Marshall PCS

KOBE WHITAKER
Thurgood Marshall PCS

LAURYN RENFORD
Thurgood Marshall PCS

MALAYSIA JOHNSON
IDEA PCS

ME’AZA ESAD-RIVERS
Thurgood Marshall PCS

REMI BOWMAN
Richard Wright PCS

Kaya graduated Thurgood
Marshall PCS with a 3.08
GPA and is currently
attending Radford University.
Kaya plans to major in
Chemistry and later attend
medical school to become a
pharmacist.

Kobe graduated Thurgood
Marshall PCS with a 3.6
GPA and is currently
attending Temple University.
Kobe graduated high school
with
800
hours
of
community service and
received the James Maurice
Community Service Award.

Lauryn Renford graduated
Thurgood Marshall PCS and
is
currently
attending
George
Washington
University.
Lauryn also
received the John A. Wilson
Scholarship.

Malaysia graduated as Idea
Public Charter School’s
2019 Valedictorian with a
3.83 GPA. She is currently
enrolled
at
Marshall
University in West Virginia
studying psychology and
pre-med to complete her
aspirations of becoming a
psychiatrist.
Malaysia
received the PEO ERA,
David Rubenstein Economic
Club, and John A. Wilson
Scholarships.

Me’Aza graduated Thurgood
Marshall PCS with a 3.4 GPA
and is currently enrolled at
the University of North
CarolinaGreensboro
majoring in Biology with
goals of becoming a
dermatologist. Me’Aza plans
to attend the University of
Miami for Medical school and
John Hopkins for residency.

Remi graduated Richard
Wright PCS and is
currently enrolled at
Hood College in Fredrick,
MD. Remi is working
toward becoming a
counselor for young
children and teens.

GSF’S IMPACT:
“The college tours were helpful in
discovering the college I want to
attend, what I want in a school versus
what I don’t want.” Kaya Myers

“GSF actually led me to apply to
Temple after a college trip we had
to the campus over the summer.”
Kobe Whitaker

“GSF made me look at both the
reputation and financial side of
college.” Malaysia Johnson

Me’Aza credits GSF with teaching her
about “the importance of networking,
financial literacy and responsibility,
being on time and having my word mean
something. All skills I know will help me
in my future.”

Remi states “GSF helped me
learn about financial literacy
and contributed to me picking
a college that provided
money.”

College
Graduate

Julien Essolakina
In May 2019, four years from the
start, Julien Essolakina graduated
from Ohio Wesleyan University
in Delaware, Ohio, with a
bachelor’s degree in
Business/Managerial Economics.
Julian studied abroad in Europe
and Africa while at Ohio
Wesleyan. Julien is currently an
Information Technology Recruiter
at TEksystems.

CONGRATULATIONS!
2020 COLLEGE GRADUATES
GSF rising College Seniors are scheduled to graduate in 2020.
We are so excited about their accomplishments!
v Darrius Cook
Mary Baldwin University
v Jeremiah Garland*
Towson State University
v Darnell Hall
Virginia State University

v Jalia Johnson
University of District of Columbia
v Katelynn Williams
Bennett College
v Kayla Williams
Temple University

v Shawna Harris-Lenoir
Elon University
v Thomas Dabney
University of Pittsburgh
v Tiara Haynesworth
Coppin State

* H Street Community Development Corporation (HSCDC) John A. Wilson Scholarship recipient.

GSF Fellow Malaysia Johnson receiving the 2019 HSCDC John A. Wilson Scholarship.
HSCDC CEO & GSF Board Chair Kenneth Brewer, Sr. (l.), Malaysia Johnson (c.),
and Dr. Marcia Brown (r.).

MONEY!
MONEY!
MONEY!

FINANCIAL LITERACY

FINANCIAL
LITERACY
READING LIST
1

2

Rich Dad, Poor Dad
Robert Kiyosaki
Author Robert Kiyosaki
emphasizes six key financial
points that differentiate between
his “poor” dad (his real dad) and
the “rich” dad. These key
findings helped Kiyosaki
understand business to become
wealthy.

The Richest Man in Babylon
George Clason

3

The Richest Man in Babylon gives
common sense financial advice
told through tales and parables
from the times of
ancient Babylon.

Think & Grow Rich
4

Napoleon Hill
A self-help financial book packed
with advice on how to tap into
the subconscious to start a
growth model for wealth.

5

Mr. Simpson having a personal financial
discussion with GSF fellows.

As part of our Financial Literacy Training, GSF Board member and President and Owner of Spectrum Management,
Mr. George “Ty” Simpson created a book presentation and held a round-table book discussion with GSF scholars on
The Richest Man in Babylon. Mr. Simpson issued the following financial writing challenge to each student:
•

Read the book

•

Select one character from the book. This character should resemble someone you know (i.e.,
relative or close friend)

•

Compare the money values of the character with those from the book with someone in your
life. Mr. Simpson provided good examples from his personal life with characters in the book

•

The essay should be at least 650 words

•

The essay should be double spaced and 12-point Times New Roman font

Each student who submitted an essay following all the stipulations received $100 cash. GSF fellows Lalah Choice,
Imani Horton, Eric Easter, Kobe Whitaker, and Me’Aza Esad-Rivers participated in the contest, each receiving $100.

911

Eric Easter’s essay was voted best by Mr. Simpson’s team for which he received $500 (see winner’s essay on next
IN THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY CALL

page).

1. Layla Choice; 2. Eric Easter; 3. Imani Horton; 4. Handwritten note & cash; 5. Kobe Whitaker.

8

WEALTH BUILDING LESSONS

from

The Richest Man in
Babylon
1. Pay Ourselves First
“Start thy purse to fattening”
2. Live Below Our Means
“Control thy expenditures”
3. Make our Money Work for Us
“Make thy gold multiply”
4. Insurance Protects our Wealth
“Guard thy treasures from loss”
5. Our Home is our Biggest Expense
“Make of thy dwelling a profitable
investment”
6. Have a Retirement Plan
“Insure a future income”
7. Invest in Ourselves
“Increase thy ability to earn”
8. Track our Wealth
“Know where you are and where
you are going”

MEET THE
MONEYMAKERS
The book contest was a fun and
profitable way to get the students
involved in reading a financial
literacy book. Students liked the
cash, and we liked that they are
now using the tenants learned from
the book to create wealth!

WINNER!!

Layla Choice, Eric Easter and Imani Horton show off cash received from participating in the Book Challenge.

Eric Easter’s Essay (see below) won the $500 Prize.
.Money

The Richest Man in Babylon

I had the pleasure of reading The Richest Man in

They both currently have great jobs. My mother has a high-

taught that success is a mix of hard work and chance.

up sales job at BBC/Disney and my father is a writer,

Talent isn’t going to be enough for you in the

producer, and his own boss. All of this happened because

professional world. Anyone will be happy to hire the

of their Howard education, pure hard work, utilizing

hard worker who is eager and ready to learn and bring

connections, and drive. When I talk to my friends or

new ideas to the table, over the stuck-up person who

observe their behavior when it comes to money, I notice

doesn’t back up talent with hard work. I’d also like to

that mostly everyone gets an allowance. Whether it’s $15

relate this quote to Taraji P. Henson’s story. Her first

Babylon, a financial literacy book by George S. Clason that teaches

or $20 a week, I noticed a common trend though, and it is

huge rejection started when she didn’t get accepted

readers how to gain and maintain wealth. The author did this through

not an attack on my friends or their family. Most of their

into Duke Ellington, when she auditioned for my current

the lens of the 8,000-year-old-city of Babylon. As stated in the book,

parents are under the pay grade of mine. Yet they receive

acting teacher. That didn’t stop her. She moved to L.A.

it was a city that literally grew from the dust. Its inhabitants used

a weekly allowance and I don’t. When I picked up on that,

after attending Howard University. She kept grinding.

their resources to divert bodies of water into Babylon, to grow crops.

I realized that my parents have been grooming me to work

Audition after audition for years. It took her a long time

The sudden abundance of food and new life is what truly sparks such

for my own money. To do things for myself. Pick up on

to get her first breakthrough role, but that’s how the

a great civilization. Cason builds stories told in the style of parables,

responsibility. I plan on working a part-time job during the

business works. Your time will eventually come if you

to teach important money lessons. Lessons that everyone who wants

next school year, to start building my savings and buy

support your dreams with the hunger to be great at

to succeed financially, should listen to. Lessons like, “Gold cometh

things that I want. Getting older, I’m starting to fend for

what you want to do.

gladly and in an increasing quantity to any man who will put by

myself more and more without being forced to by my

The Richest Man in Babylon taught me

not less than one tenth of his earnings to create an estate for his

parents. That’s the difference between Nomasir and me. I

great lessons like how to make and save money and

future and that of his family.” Another important lesson was, “The

realize that I’m privileged in many senses, but there is no

the keys to basic financial literacy, important lessons

hungrier one becomes, the clearer one’s mind works-also the

honor in living off your parents’ money. They spend loads

that I will be able to use once I am out on my own. A

more sensitive one becomes to the odor of food.” The single most

of it on you for 18 years, which means you should repay

jumpstart to my financial skillset, and the path of my

important thing the author does though, is use characters to show

them by showing that you can be self-sufficient. At the end

success

the reader the outcome of using money poorly and wisely.

of the day they just want to see you thrive, but it shouldn’t

The character that stood out the most was Nomasir. He

be at their expense.

Getting older, I’m starting to fend for myself
more and more without being forced to by my parents.

was the son of Arkhad (the richest man in Babylon). Nomasir was

The quote I found the most interesting was,

That’s the difference between Nomasir and me. I realize

faced with a life changing realization. He was going to have to fend

“The hungrier one becomes, the clearer one’s mind

that I’m privileged in many senses, but there is no honor

for himself. Though his father was extremely wealthy, Arkhad had a

works.” I took this quote in simple terms. You have to be

in living off your parents’ money. They spend loads of

strong moral sense. Everyone should work for their positions in life

hungry for what you want. There’s no sitting around waiting

it on you for 18 years, which means you should repay

and no one is entitled to handouts. This concept connects to me

for it to magically happen to you one day. Especially not in

them by showing that you can be self-sufficient. At the

immensely. My dad grew up in one of the most poverty-stricken parts

the world of acting. You have to constantly audition while

end of the day they just want to see you thrive, but it

of Baltimore in the 60’s and 70’s, and my mom grew up middle class

still taking acting lessons— building upon your craft and

shouldn’t be at their expense.

in Texas and Pennsylvania.

mastering it. At Duke Ellington theatre department, we’re

Jordan Foshee enjoying a cup of coffee with local women in Lalibela, Ethiopia.

“Travel makes us better, and multiple travel
perspectives make us better still.”
Heather Greenwood Davis—
National Geographic Traveler

Each student who completes the year-long program travels free with the GSF! The 2018-2019 Cohort
studied Arabic and the culture of Egypt and Ethiopia for 10 months prior to traveling. Students are
tasked with documenting the trip by taking photos and notes on their experience and feelings. Each
student prepared and submitted a photo essay, documenting their thoughts and reaction to what they
considered a phenomenon from the trip. Some students submitted one picture and others submitted
several. The overall goal was to connect the reader with the students’ traveling experience. Please
check our website www.globalscholars.foundation to view more pictures and our full international travel
itinerary.

PHASE III
INTERNATIONAL
TRAVEL
ROME, ETHIOPIA &
EGYPT
JULY 5-20, 2019

OVERCOMING DIFERENT CHALLENGES
ELENA RAMIREZ, JUNIOR
SCHOOL WITHOUT WALLS SHS

Scenes from mountain in Lalibela, Ethiopia.

If anyone were to look at these
pictures, the first thing they would notice is
the mountain. They would see that the
mountain is so high-level with the clouds.
They would see me sitting on a rock and
staring at the sight without a care in the
world (top right). They would see the
obvious and probably not give it much
thought at first.
When I look at these pictures, I
see the village that lies so far in the
distance, you can barely see it. I see me
holding on to the rock tightly, knowing just
how far up I am. I see how there are clouds
below the top of the mountain as well. I see
little details that one might not catch at first,
details that mean a lot to me now that I
look at these pictures.

The pictures do not show it, but it
is a long way up the mountain. It is a
difficult and frightening path up the
mountain that many might not be able to
follow.
For Ethiopians, it is easy as they
climb the mountain every day and think
nothing of it. On the way up, you can see
them going up and down the mountain
without the scared look that many in my
group had. I personally struggled as I have
health issues that stop me and control my
daily actions. It was not easy to go up but
the view at the end is worth it.
What these pictures represent to
me is life. They represent the struggles that
life throws at you. The view at the end is
my future, when I have a successful career.

The path up is what I have to do to
get to my future like finishing school and
working my way up. The Ethiopians represent
others who find it easier to go up and
accomplish everything faster. My personal
struggles remain the same in both scenarios.
In life, you have to push past your
limits and do everything possible to reach the
end goal. You may need help along the way
and there will be others who get there faster.
It will not be easy in any way and at times, it
will be scary. But just like on the mountain,
the endpoint will be worth it, and you will be
proud of yourself for making finishing. At the
end, everyone ends up at the top whether
they did it alone, fast, slow, or with help.

JUXTAPOSITION

M e ’a z a E s a d -R iv e rs , F re s h m a n
U n iv e rs ity o f N o rth C a ro lin a , G re e n s b o ro

This photo was taken at the Kom Ombo temple, in Aswan, Egypt. The Temple
was dedicated to both a god represented as a Crocodile and another a Falcon god. To
me this picture and that temple represents the duality and contrast that exist in life.
This picture represents duality because of what I know the temple means. The
people of Aswan dedicated one side of the temple to the crocodile. The crocodile would
terrify the people of the Nile, so to win good favor they would worship what they feared.
On the other hand, the opposite side of the temple was dedicated to the good god, the
falcon. I realized by being in that temple that there are always going to be opposing
ideals, or perspectives in life. I learned like the people of Nile life isn’t going to be all good
or all bad.
This picture also represents contrast to me because although I stick out from
my surroundings, it’s still a pretty picture. In many ways I am in contrast with my
surroundings, one way is the temple is hundreds (I think thousands) of years old, and I
am only 18 years old. Another way I’m different from my surroundings is I am black from
America, in Africa. The difference in culture can be seen in my modern, bright colored,
and Americanized clothing; juxtaposed next to the rich and ancient history of Egypt.
To me this picture represents my future. This year I will be starting college at
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro, which is a predominantly white school.
Like this picture I will be thrust into an environment I’m not used to, and may stick out
in. I will need to have duality. I will keep the old Me’aza—before diversity and adversity,
who is ambitious and hopeful. Yet, I will also need to cultivate a new Me’aza—who will
have a worldly and diverse outlook on life, who can see realistically her path and what
needs to be done to succeed in her new world. Like this picture, my future and I will be
beautiful, I will stick out but only in the best way possible.

WHAT DO YOU SEE?
R e m i B o w m a n , F re s h m a n
H o o d C o lle g e
Some people when they take a glance of a picture, they say “A picture is
worth a thousand words.” But to me, a picture is a gateway to a world of unimaginable
things. Pictures gives you an opportunity to see things you've never thought existed
or experienced. It makes you realize there is a world of places you can go and see for
yourself. To be able to adventure into another culture, see the people as they are, and
to feel the essence that it brings is something only one can imagine. I chose these
pictures because I felt it opened my eyes and gave me an experience only my wildest
thoughts could imagine. Looking at pictures is like looking at art. The way that the
clouds are positioned, the way that the mountains are carved and the atmosphere
that is around it. Being there gave me a sense of peace that I haven’t felt in a while
because I was enjoying the view and the atmosphere. Climbing up the mountain in
that picture, made me feel like I could accomplish whatever I wanted in life. It took
patience, determination and courage to get to the top, and the reward from climbing
to the top was the view. To know that you came over obstacles and face challenges
was eye opening. Photos speak a lot to a people. They can show what a person has
been through and has accomplished in doing so.

CHURCHES IN

LALIBELA
STANDARD
IMANI HORTON, SENIOR,
DUKE ELLINGTON SCHOOL OF THE ARTS
WHILE IN ETHIOPIA our travel group had the
opportunity to hear and see what life was like around the
famous underground churches. The structures were
magnificent and the story behind them makes them even
more brilliant. King Lalibela constructed these churches
in 12th century ‘New Jerusalem’ after Muslim conquests
stopped Christian pilgrimages to the Holy Land. Our tour
guide

mentioned

that

many

historians

found

it

impossible that Ethiopians were the ones to build these
structures and had to have had the help of Europeans,
which is still unfortunate to think of today because credit should
be given where it due.
Front view of an Ethiopian Church.

The churches on the outside had tiny windows and large
pillars surrounding them. On the inside, there was very little
light and each room was full of paintings and colorful rugs
and drapes. On the walls, there were plenty of carved
drawings that represented different things. While visiting,
there was a lot of chanting and praying coming from the
circle of priests (top right), they were coming out of a
religious event where people had to fast. People were out
and about selling their best goats and collecting these long
green leaves to place around their homes because it
apparently brings good fortunes. There were so many
Gathering at an Ethiopian Church.

people out selling the same things, it was really interesting.

“ With these pictures, I’ve tried to capture the greatness that they
all withhold and how being able to see these views have shaped

PUSHING
BOUNDARIES

me as a person.”

Imani Romney,
Freshman
Winston Salem University

Picture 3. Camel ride in Egypt.

Picture 1. Streets of Rome.

The first picture (top left) is a view

the world and fully experience it. You

of people enjoying the city in Rome, Italy, a

should fully immerse yourself into your

place that I never thought I would visit.

surroundings and be thankful for what you

Though it may be similar to home, it’s a

have. I’ve seen the same street and the

different feeling and experience. I have seen

same schools around my neighborhood and

the crowds of hundreds of people gather in

to see a view like this it just shows me

the streets to see historical figures/events,

that there's so much more than what I

but also just gathering for fun and tourism.

know.

looking

Lastly, (top right) this picture is

through a glass that reflected an image that

one of the more fun and exciting ones

I’ve seen before yet, just in a different

because I am here with a group of my

location. It may be simple to some but to

fellow GSF scholars being able to ride

me, there’s just something about the many

camels in the pyramids of Giza. When I

people in this image that have completely

stopped to pay attention to what I was

different lifestyles, backgrounds, homes and

experiencing, it was hard for me to realize.

families and situations that are away from

It’s something I never thought I would be

mine

Seeing

Picture 2. Lalibela Skyline.
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Picture 3. Going down the mountain.

“The journey up and down the mountain showed
me that I could do anything I put my mind to.”
Picture 2. Joy!

New-Found Strength
David Amir Brewer
Sophomore, Morehouse College
This recent trip to Rome, Egypt, and Ethiopia was filled with
many trials and tribulations on a day-to-day basis. After discussing with my
peers on the trip, we can all agree with this sentiment. While there was
much difficulty in store for us, the trip still gave us plentiful and important
experiences. An important yet difficult experience that I will reflect on in
this essay is our hike to the Hudad Lodge in Lalibela, Ethiopia. I will cover
the moments by describing three pictures that were taken during our hike
and stay on the mountain.
The first picture (bottom right) I will use to describe our
experience, depicts our group’s first moments climbing up the rocky
terrain. The normal viewer of the photo will notice the difficult setting we
had to contend with during the hike. The setting was definitely one of the
first things I noticed when starting out. In these moments, I realized that
this journey was going to be much more difficult than I had originally
thought. Coming into this, myself, like many other group members, did not
think we would be hiking through such a difficult setting. Personally, I
thought our hike was going to be similar to walking through an area like
Rock Creek Park, but yet, I was quite wrong. The climb up was challenging
from the start. The endurance of our group was tested, as well as the
ability to stay standing while walking on the slippery terrain. Luckily, we
were accompanied by people who were from the area and assisted us. If
you look closely at the first image, you can see them helping our group
get up this mountain. The local people showed us the best routes up the
mountain and even carried some of our bags. Even though we had
assistance, our journey was quite difficult throughout the hike’s entirety.
By putting my head down and completing my task through all of its
obstacles, I was given the gift of finding my own strength.
The second picture (top right) depicts me standing at the top
of the mountain, the end of our journey for the time being. The smile on
my face indicates the happiness I felt to finally reach the end of our hike.
The group was able to complete our difficult task of getting up the
mountain. There were moments during the hike where I was not sure if I

would be able to complete it but, in the end, I did. I was able to muster what strength
in me to finally get up this mountain. I did not have trouble with my endurance but
in trying to stay safe during our trek. There were plenty of other variables that
jeopardized staying safe on the mountain. Mainly, we had to deal with having the
correct footing in order to stay on balance because we were so close to the cliff that
we could have easily fallen. But in the end, we conquered a life risking trek during
our trip. We overcame great obstacles and that gave me the joy that is shown in this
picture.
The third picture (top left) depicts the trip down the mountain. In this
photo, you can see the group meeting the dangerous terrain once again. For myself,
I approached it with the attitude that if I could get up there, then I could get down.
Gladly enough, the entire group was able to get down the mountain. This hike was
by far the most difficult thing on the trip and one of the most difficult things I have
had to encounter in life. The Journey up and down the mountain showed me that I
could do anything I put my mind to.

Picture 1. Slippery Mountain Rocks.

“I am very grateful that I was able
to go on this trip especially to
Ethiopia because it showed me to
be more thankful and appreciative
for the things I have, and it taught
me to give back more.”

The People of Ethiopia
Lalah Choice, Junior
Duke ellington School of the Arts
From the photos I have selected, they all share one
thing in common and that is the people of Ethiopia. All throughout
Ethiopia—in Addis Ababa, Axum and Lalibela—I noticed a
similarity between all the people there and that was their
friendliness. Anytime we entered a room, we were welcomed by
the Ethiopian people. I felt at home. They always greeted us so
happily and with smiles on their faces.
Out of Italy, Ethiopia and Egypt, Ethiopia had to be my
favorite destination. What made it made it stick out to me the
most is when we interacted with the people. My favorite memory
was when we hiked up the mountain. Even though I struggled at
some parts, it was a lot easier because we were with some of the
children from the nearby village. When we were hiking up the
mountain, I met a young boy named Merrick who helped me up
the mountain. While hiking up I made conversation with Merrick,
who spoke very good English. He told me what his school was
like and what he did at home. I enjoyed spending time with Merrick
because even though he did not have much he was still a nice
boy.

Once we made it to the top of the mountain, I was very tired
along with everyone else, but I regained my energy when I was
greeted by the village people from the top of the mountain.
That night was my favorite night because it seemed like we all
came together as one family around the fire with the delicious
food and dancing.
The next morning when the school children came over
and we gave them our school bags, I saw smiles that stretched
across all of the children's faces. This moment showed how I
take the little things for granted. When I’m at home I don’t worry
about if I’m able to get school supplies or how I’m getting to
school like these kids, so when I gave them school supplies and
my friend Merrick money to get supplies and food I felt happy
and proud of myself because I was able to help someone who
has less than me.
I am very grateful that I was able to go on this trip
especially to Ethiopia because it showed me to be more
thankful and appreciative for the things I have, and it taught me
to give back more. Because there are people who have way
less than us but continue to give like they have everything.

PERSPECTIVE
Caia Coleman, Senior
DC international pcs
When I took this picture after finally reaching the top of
the mountain, it didn’t have much significance to me other than it
proving that I actually got to the top. However, when I looked back
through my photos from the trip, this one immediately caught my
eye. Although I was originally anxious and didn’t want to participate
in the mountain climb, it was easily the most memorable experience
that I had during our trip to Africa. It wasn’t until I was halfway up
the mountain that I was finally able to begin to enjoy myself. In doing
so, I not only conquered the anxiety that I had surrounding it, but I
also learned to trust my friends to have my back and to have theirs
in return. But reaching the top of the mountain wasn’t just a physical
feat; it represented more to me. It represents me finally conquering
multiple psychological obstacles and being able to finally say that I
did it.
An entire year ago when I first started GSF, I felt an
overwhelming sense of anxiety at the thought of having to socialize
with a large group of people that I had never met before. In the days
leading up to it, I remember overthinking and feeling like no one
would like me or it would be hard to make friends, so for the majority
of that summer I kept to myself. I was only a leader when I was
asked to be one, I talked out of necessity when I was placed in a
group, and I made conversation with Lauren when she was there
because I was friends with her in school. This way, I wasn’t placed
out of my comfort zone. I allowed that anxiety to dictate my behavior
and stop me from reaching out to make friendships with the people
in my cohort. During the school year I decided that I would make an
effort to socialize with my peers because my anxiety surrounding the
situation was no longer the most important thing in my mind. And
while I did make some progress, I still had lingering thoughts and

feelings about not being wanted in the group and not fitting in that
bothered me from time to time. I often felt that I didn’t have the
motivation to finish the program, juggling school work, home life,
friendships, and GSF just didn’t seem worth it when I was already
struggling mentally seemed like too much work. Despite this, I kept
pushing and soon enough the trip date arrived. I was more anxious
than ever to go on an international trip with people who I was hardly
friends with even after a year of being together. When I climbed that
mountain, though, it was a turning point for me. Thinking back on it,
I’m so glad that I continued the program because during those weeks
abroad, I feel like I made friendships that will last years. Being up so
high above even the clouds made me feel like I could do anything,
but also made me realize how far I had come from not really talking
with anyone and considering quitting the program to climbing to the
top of a mountain with the very same people. Now, however, they
are people who I genuinely care about and feel a connection with.
Most of all, I think that this experience taught me that
things aren’t always as hard as they seem. I spent so much time
worrying about a hike on a mountain that ended up being such an
enjoyable experience. I spent even more time worrying about being
able to make friends, but I ended up making some of my closest
friends on this trip. This experience has taught me that trying new
things won’t kill me; I need to just go out and do the things that I
want to do instead of letting my anxiety hold me back. Because of
that valuable lesson, I’ve come back with a new sense of confidence
as well as a new attitude towards taking my opportunities into my
own hands, especially when I get the satisfaction of finally saying I
did it at the end.

A VIEW OF THE WORLD
Kelvin Elmore, Jr., Senior
McKinley Technology Senior High School

VIEWS, VIEWS, VIEWS . . .
This picture (top left) was
not supposed to come out so good. It
was taken on a rushed tour, with one
hand, in a jam-packed room in the
Vatican. When I first saw the view, I
was amazed! First, by how much of
Rome I could see in one spot.
Secondly, by that very distinctive road
that left a trail of bushes beside it. I
don’t know why it caught my eye like
it did, but it did! And now I’m very
happy it did because now I have, what
I see as, a beautiful picture of Rome.
On the trip, at each place
we visited, there would be another
view of something different. I really
enjoyed that because it gave me an
opportunity to see the world from a
view I probably will never see again.
For example, once we finished
climbing the mountain in Ethiopia, we
went to Mountain View hotel
(middle) where we only stayed for a

night. From my perspective, it
wasn’t the best hotel for me,
because me and my roommate had
little to no water coming from our
shower. But the view made up for
all of it. After looking and thinking
back at all our locations, this view
was my favorite, from the clouds to
the towns and roads I feel
everything was just put together
perfectly. For a long time, I sat on
the balcony looking over at every
passing car.
Once we arrived in Egypt,
everything was so beautiful. The
pyramids, hieroglyphics on the walls,
food and all the other monuments
were just so breathtaking. The only
thing I had to adjust to was the heat,
which was extremely different from
my
usual
Southeast
DC
neighborhood. Other than that,
everything was great, which brings

me to why the next view, which
was my favorite in Egypt (top
right). In Egypt I had to take
everything into consideration
since
everything
was
so
phenomenal to me. This picture is
from the Nile river. While on the
cruise, two of my friends and I sat
in the front of the ship for about
three to four hours, reminiscing
about old times. I know this
doesn’t necessarily focus on the
whole view aspect but combining
the view with the memories and all
that came with it, it was one of my
favorite parts of the trip.

RESEMBLENCES
Ahmad Isaac, Junior
School Without Walls Senior High School

Ahmad Isaac, Junior

When you see a palace, church, or pyramid, you know it’s for someone or something very
important. When I wentSchool
to Rome,Without
Ethiopia, Walls
and Egypt,
I felt touched and blessed knowing these
SHS
are my people and this is my religion. Seeing the architecture of these ancient people built for their
god and royalty, I felt a part of something bigger because I was given the chance to see and touch
them. Throughout my whole life, I have always been asked if I was Ethiopian or Muslim. At first, I
hated it, but it has grown on me after a while. Visiting Ethiopia, I felt at home because many of the
local people came up to me to talk and not try to sell me stuff. The first thing they would ask is,
“Are you Hasabib?” an Arab Ethiopian. Therefore, when we visited churches, palaces, and tombs,
I felt like I had been there before. It was a weird feeling, but the feeling was calming. The same
held true in Egypt after visiting the pyramids and tombs. I felt important and royal at these sites. I
have always thought, what if I have been to these places in a past life. It sounds crazy, but visiting
these places gave my mind some resolve.

A Trip up a Mountain
Kaya Myers, Freshman, Radford University

As the van dropped us off to the halfway point,
from there the hiking was to begin and as I looked up to see
what I would endure, I chuckled because it didn't sound like
what the tour guides informed us about the night before. In
my head, I was saying “I'm definitely not going to make it,”
but I took a puff of my inhaler and started walking. There
were mules and the locals from the villages nearby who
surrounded us. Thirty minutes in, I was in a steady pace; this
hike turned from an hour to three. The terrain was rocky with
big boulders and heaps of stones that were slippery. Still the
scenery was breath-taking. At this point, we were more than
halfway to the top, I could feel the relief off of everyone. My
legs were screaming, and I could hear my heart beating. My
local village friend was Vikthru; he is 9 and is featured in the
picture (top left). Eric and I taught him how to ‘woah’, and
give ‘dap’, which was a highlight of the hike.
In the end, I was really proud of myself, sweaty and
all. I had proven that not only could I hike up a mountain (it
was more than a mile) but have endurance and not give up.
I was the 10th person who made it on top—with a little help
from my village friends while in jeans, no mule and with
exercise-induced asthma. I say that’s a winner, and her prize
was the impeccable view at the finish line.

Kaya taking in the view.

Group photo at the top of the mountain.

THE MOUNTAIN JOURNEY
Jordan Foshee, Freshman York College of Pennsylvania
When the GSF fellows first came to the mountain in Ethiopia that
we were tasked with traversing I thought it would be an easy task for me. I
like climbing, and in my mind, I thought I was in good enough shape to
climb the entire thing. I severely underestimated the level of difficulty of the
obstacle in front of me. At first, I was able to stay in the front with Kobe
and Ahmad, but I was pushing myself too hard and my knee ended up
giving out, so I got on a mule. I felt like I had failed because I was not able
to climb all the way up the mountain by myself, I thought I just was not
capable.
While in the lodge getting ready for bed, I set a goal for myself to
go down the mountain in front of the group with no help and no long
breaks. I told myself I would be able to do it, because I now knew the scale
of the mountain and could mentally prepare myself. I even tried to test
myself when going on the narrow path across the mountain the next
morning to visit the school children.
When it was time to go down the mountain, I did exactly what I
told myself I would. I stayed at a good pace in the front of the group and
went down the entire mountain by myself with no breaks aside from waiting
for other group members. This story is important because it showed that
even though I did not succeed as planned the first time around I was still
able to reflect and overcome this great challenge in the end with the rest
of the cohort.

View of the mountain going up.

View of the mountain coming down.

FORTUNE
When I look at this picture of a mountain in Ethiopia, I think about how little I
am compared to the world. The day before I took this picture, we hiked up a
steep mountain. The hike alone put things in perspective for me. I truly do live
a privileged life. While walking up the mountain I kept asking myself, “why
would someone want to live up here?” It wasn’t until I got back to the hotel
room and looked outside at that amazing view that I realized that in Ethiopia
not everyone had the same opportunity that I had to move to a neighborhood
that they wanted to live in. While looking off of my hotel’s balcony, I kept
seeing the sun trying to shine through the clouds; it kind of reminded me of
God. It seemed as if God was looking down at the mountain. I realized how
fortunate I was to not have to walk up a mountain every day to get to school.
This was an amazing opportunity that I was grateful to be a part of.

Zojeilah King, Senior
Benjamin Banneker SHS

ADDIS ABABA, LALIBELA, AXUM

ETHIOPIA

House at Mount Entoto, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Zojeilah makes a friend.

Imani R. (l.), Elena (m.), and Imani H. (r.) share a Coke and a smile.

Beautiful. Historic. Welcoming. Inspiring. Home.
The Ethiopian terrain was breath-takingly beautiful. From the mountains in
Lalibela to the typical monolithic Ethiopian Cathedrals, the Largest Open-Air
Market in Africa, and the National Museum, home of Lucy, GSF fellows’ tour
was an ideal place to start learning about Ethiopia’s rich ethnic diversity,
religion and Africa’s historical contribution to the world.

(l. to r.) Jordan Foshee, Eric Easter, Lalah Choice, and Me’Aza Esad-Rivers pose in front of the Holy Trinity Cathedral, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Fireside at Hudad Lodge.

Kelvin Elmore, Jr., makes a friend.

Kobe Whitaker explores an opening.

Kelvin Elmore, Jr. navigating the rocks.

Remi Bowman (c.) mounts the donkey.

Kelvin Elmore, Jr. & the Hudad Mountain natives.

Kobe Whitaker (l.) and Jordan Foshee (r.) at local church.

Lalah Choice (l.) and Kobe Whitaker (r.) petting an animal.

Dinner Buffet!

GSF Staff & Students at the Pyramids of Giza, Cairo, Egypt.

Ahmad Isaac, Jordan Foshee & Kelvin Elmore, Jr., pose in front of the school in the Mountains of Lalibela.

Learning about the religions
in Ethiopia were surprisingly
interesting . . .

I learned to say thank you in
Arabic and about daily life. I
found out that I might have
Ethiopian roots.

--Kelvin Elmore, Jr.

--Ahmad Isaac

The Global Scholars Foundation
Fellows Speak . . .
In addition to completing a photo essay, GSF
fellows completed several evaluations on the
trip using both qualitative and quantitative
methods. Feedback from the fellows regarding
international travel helps GSF administrators
coordinate the best travel experience for each
cohort.
» DESCRIBE YOUR TRIP.
Fun and eye-opening experience that helped me learn
more about myself, a new culture, and form strong
relationships with my peers.
--Caia Coleman
My trip was honestly a life-changing experience. Despite
having an itinerary, every day was full of surprises. It
was full of challenges that made us use a different viewpoint of thinking every time, and it definitely showed me
different perspectives of life.
--Imani Romney
My trip was fun, informative, scary, interesting, tiring,
motivating, and challenging all rolled up into one.
--Jordan Foshee

I found it difficult trying to say
no to beggars on the streets.
--Kobe Whitaker

» The key to success is relationships.

» WHAT DID YOU LEARN ABOUT YOURSELF?
I learned how much I really like learning about history
and that I know a lot about the history in Egypt. I also
learned that I am a lot stronger than I thought.
--Elena Ramirez
I learned that I need to consider every privilege I have at
home and recognize those around me. I learned that I’m
strong to climb up and down a mountain. I learned that
I’m a lot more patient that I thought I was.
--Imani Horton
» HOW DID THE TRIP IMPACT YOU?
The trip inspired me to see more of the world.
--Kobe Whitaker
I am more aware and more thankful.
--Imani Horton
I found places and things I enjoy and made many new
friends.
--Ahmad Isaac
The trip impacted me by giving me multiple perspectives
of how people live in this world. It allowed me to
appreciate what I have a lot more and realize
everything could be extremely worse.
--Kelvin Elmore, Jr.

» MOST MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE? WHY?
The mountain hike in Lalibela because it was where all
of our group came together to help and support each
other. The guides that helped us up the Mountain seemed
to genuinely care for our well-being while on the
mountain, and I was able to talk and learn from a few of
the kids. The climax, though, was the lodge ceremony. I
felt completely immersed when I took a chance, got up,
and did the shoulder dance with the locals. Truly a
memorable experience. I’ll never forget it.
--Eric Easter
My most memorable experience was sitting on the
balcony of the Mountain View Hotel watching over the
mountains and seeing the towns from almost a bird’s eye
view. Why? Because it was just so relaxing and beautiful
to look at.
--Kelvin Elmore, Jr.
My most memorable experience was talking with
Egyptian girls. It was my most memorable because we
shared a lot of things in common, and I was able to get
their Instagram so we can keep in touch.
--Lalah Choice
My most memorable experience would have to be in
Lalibela where we climbed the mountain and spent the
night. I just felt so immersed in the whole experience of
what it’s like to live there.
--Imani Romney

“Travel isn’t always pretty. It isn’t always comfortable. Sometimes it hurts, it even breaks your heart. But that’s okay.
The journey changes you; it should change you. It leaves marks on your memory, on your consciousness, on your
heart, and on your body. You take something with you. Hopefully, you leave something good behind.”
Anthony Bourdain, Travel Legend

The Anthony Bolling Group sponsored its inaugural Gold Tournament at The Country Club at Woodmore. The
tournament raised more than $55,000 to help grow and sustain the Global Scholars Foundation. The GSF looks
forward to hosting another tournament in the Spring of 2020. Stay tuned for more information and an invitation
to participate. Pictures from the tournament are on the next page.
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Since its inception, GSF has received generous donations from corporations, foundations
and many individuals who believe in what we do, and for their generosity,
we are forever grateful.
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